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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The Office Action of 29 November 2006 is hereby vacated in view of Applicant's 
telephonic arguments (see interview summary) presented on 23 March 2007. A new ground of 
rejection under 35 USC 102 is applied to claims 3, 4, 7-9, 12, 13, and 15-44 in this Office Action 
and statutory time for reply to this Office Action is restarted and will expire three months from 
the mailing of this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 9,15, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. These claims recite the limitation "a program..." which 
is non-statutory. A program (or software) is functional descriptive material, and is only statutory 
when embodied in a computer readable medium (see MPEP 2106). 

3. It is suggested that claims 9,15, and 29 be rewritten as shown below so that they meet 
the requirement under 35 USC 101: 

"A computer-readable medium encoded with a control program for causing a computer 

to...". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 7-9, 12, 13, and 15-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Delorme et al (USPN 5,948,040 A). 

Regarding claim 7, Delorme et al teach a method for generating a publication (col. 18, 
lines 25-39) comprising: 

inputting an ephemeral interest (temporal events of interest (EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26) 
into a client by scanning a travel itinerary (various methods can be used at a desktop pc 105 
including a scanner or reader input, col. 14, lines 53-65) to generate a digital representation of 

V 

the travel itinerary (examples of preferred output, col. 15, lines 33-49), the travel itinerary 
including the ephemeral interest, wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in identifying at least 
one content item to be included in the publication (e.g., travel plans, tickets, reservations, etc., 
see at least col. 15, lines 61-67 and col. 16, lines 1-5); 

requesting the publication based at least in part upon the ephemeral interest from a 
publication system (from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60); and 

printing out the publication received from the publication system, the publication 
including the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 37, Delorme et al teach inputting a user identifier into the client 
(inputting individual profile with an inherent user name/identifier, see at least col. 61, lines 10- 
16. The database substructure ACCT depicted on FIG. 4 records users 1 "name, address, credit 
card numbers and other personal or business data" to allow entering the registered user status 
"by user password entry, or by equivalent means".). 
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Regarding claim 39, Delorme et al teach maintaining a user profile that includes a 
number of source ratings associated with a corresponding number of content item sources 
(using a ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 40, Delorme et al teach adding a new one of the source ratings to the 
user profile based upon a content item feedback received from a client (using a ratings service 
818, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 41 , Delorme et al teach determining whether a content item is to be 
excluded from the publication based upon a content item source rating associated with the 
content item (using a ratings service 818 to "prune" various parts, see at least col. 64, lines 56- 
67). 

Regarding claim 8, Delorme et al teach a method for generating a publication (col. 18, 
lines 25-39), comprising: 

inputting an ephemeral interest (temporal events of interest (EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26) 
into a client by scanning a ticket to an event to generate a digital representation of the ticket 
(various methods can be used at a desktop pc 105 including a scanner or reader input, col. 14, 
lines 53-65), the ticket including the ephemeral interest, wherein the ephemeral interest is of use 
in identifying at least one content item to be included in the publication (the scan reader acts on 
a bar-code 147 indicating a content item such as a reservation 147 of Fig. 1B); 

requesting the publication based at least in part upon the ephemeral interest from a 
publication system (requested from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", 
col. 6, lines 56-60); and 

printing out the publication received from the publication system, the publication 
includinq the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/051 ,778 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 3, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 8, wherein the inputting of 
the ephemeral interest into the client further comprises: 

inputting an ephemeral interest reference into the client (temporal events of interest 
(EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26); and 

obtaining the ephemeral interest from a reference mapper (from the "TRIPS" database) 
based upon the ephemeral interest reference. 

Regarding claim 4, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 8, further comprising 
inputting a relative weight of the ephemeral interest into the client, the relative weight indicating 
a proportionality to be afforded to the ephemeral interest relative to an enduring interest in 
identifying the at least one content item to be included in the publication ("TRIPS" facilitates 
searching, ranking, "filters" or sorting and/or user-selection of TRIPS data records, col. 53, lines 
38-44). 

Regarding claim 38, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 8, further comprising 
inputting a user identifier into the client (inputting individual profile with an inherent user 
name/identifier, see at least col. 61, lines 10-16. The database substructure ACCT depicted on 
FIG. 4 records users 1 "name, address, credit card numbers and other personal or business data" 
to allow entering the registered user status "by user password entry, or by equivalent means".). 

Regarding claim 42, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 8, further comprising 
maintaining a user profile that includes a number of source ratings associated with a 
corresponding number of content item sources (using a ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, 
lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 43, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 42, further comprising 
adding a new one of the source ratings to the user profile based upon a content item feedback 
received from a client (using a ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 
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Regarding claim 44, Delorme et al teach the method of claim 42, further comprising 
determining whether a content item is to be excluded from the publication based upon a content 
item source rating associated with the content item (using a ratings service 818 to "prune" 
various parts, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 9, Delorme et al teach a program stored on a computer readable 
medium for generating a publication, comprising: 

code that inputs an ephemeral interest, wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in 
identifying at least one content item to be included in the publication, and the ephemeral interest 
further comprises at least one portion of a travel itinerary (temporal events of interest (EOls), 
col. 17, lines 25-26 and TRIPS travel plans often include related multiple screens, digital 
frames and/or pages or sheets of paper, for longer, more complicated, itineraries and/or 
to show more detail at the user's option, see at least FIG. 1B); 

code that generates a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest (e.g., travel plans, tickets, reservations, etc., see at least col. 15, lines 61-67 
and col. 16, lines 1-5) from a publication system, wherein the request is to be applied to the 
publication system (from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60); and 

code that executes a printing of the publication received from the publication system, the 
publication including the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 12, Delorme et al teach the code that inputs a relative weight of the 
ephemeral interest into the client, the relative weight indicating a proportionality to be afforded to 
the ephemeral interest relative to an enduring interest in identifying the at least one content item 
to be included in the publication ("TRIPS" facilitates searching, ranking, "filters" or sorting and/or 
user-selection of TRIPS data records, col. 53, lines 38-44). 
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Regarding claim 13, Delorme et al teach the code that inputs the ephemeral interest 
further comprises code that parses an amount of data in a digital representation of a scanned 
document to identify the ephemeral interest included therein (the scan reader acts on a bar- 
code 147 indicating a content item such as a reservation 147 of Fig. 1B). 

Regarding claim 15, Delorme et al teach a program stored on a computer readable 
medium for generating a publication, comprisinq: 

code that inputs an ephemeral interest (e.g., travel plans, tickets, reservations, etc., see 
at least col. 15, lines 61-67 and col. 16, lines 1-5), wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in 
identifying at least one content item to be included in the publication, wherein the ephemeral 
interest further comprises at least one portion of a ticket to an event (e.g., travel plans, tickets, 
reservations, etc., see at least col. 15, lines 61-67 and col. 16, lines 1-5 and temporal events of 
interest (EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26);. 

code that generates a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest from a publication system, wherein the request is to be applied to the 
publication system (from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60); and 

code that executes a printinq of the publication received from the publication system, the 
publication includinq the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 16, Delorme et al teach a system for generating a publication (Travel 
Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 56-60), comprising: 

means for inputting (various methods can be used at a desktop pc 105 including a 
scanner or reader input, col. 14, lines 53-65) an ephemeral interest (temporal events of interest 
(EOls), wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in identifying at least one content item to be 
included in the publication, and the ephemeral interest comprisinq: 
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at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a portion of a ticket to an event, or both 
(e.g., travel plans, tickets, reservations, etc., see at least col. 15, lines 61-67 and col. 16, lines 1- 
5); 

means for generating a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest from a publication system, wherein the request is to be applied to the 
publication system (from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60); and 

means for executing a printing of the publication received from the publication system, 
the publication including the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 17, Delorme et al teach a system for generating a publication (Travel 
Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 56-60), comprising: 

a processor circuit having a processor and a memory (processor, ample memory, col. 
72, lines 44-50); 

a point of publication system (Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 
6, lines 56-60) stored in the memory and executable by the processor, the point of publication 
system including: 

logic that inputs an ephemeral interest, wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in 
identifying at least one content item to be included in the publication (temporal events of interest 
(EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26), and the ephemeral interest comprising: 

at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a portion of a ticket to an event, or both 
(TRIPS contains paper or sheet media maps, travel directions, itineraries or travel schedules, 
reservation/discount offer/ticket documents, supplemental text and/or graphic information about 
events of interest (EOI) or points of interest (POI) 109, col. 15, lines 35-39); 
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logic that generates a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest from a publication system, wherein the request is to be applied to the 
publication system (from the Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60); and 

logic that executes a printing of the publication received from the publication system, the 
publication including the at least one content item (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 18, Delorme et al teach a system of claim 17, wherein the logic that 
inputs the ephemeral interest further comprises logic that parses an amount of data in a digital 
representation of a scanned document to identify the ephemeral interest included therein (the 
scan reader acts on a bar-code 147 indicating a content item such as a reservation 147 of Fig. 
1B). 

Regarding claim 19, Delorme et al teach a system of claim17, further comprising logic 
that inputs a relative weight of the ephemeral interest into the client, the relative weight 
indicating a proportionality to be afforded to the ephemeral interest relative to an enduring 
interest in identifying the at least one content item to be included in the publication ("TRIPS" 
facilitates searching, ranking, "filters" or sorting and/or user-selection of TRIPS data records, 
col. 53, lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 20, Delorme et al teach a method for generating a publication, 
comprising: 

identifying a number of content items to be included in the publication, 
wherein at least some of the content items convey information associated with an ephemeral 
interest (temporal events of interest (EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26), and the ephemeral interest 
comprising: 
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at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a portion of a ticket to an event, or both 
(TRIPS contains paper or sheet media maps, travel directions, itineraries or travel schedules, 
reservation/discount offer/ticket documents, supplemental text and/or graphic information about 
events of interest (EOI) or points of interest (POI) 109, col. 15, lines 35-39); 

formatting the publication for printing (format controls, col. 27, lines 30-38) by a client; 
and transmitting the publication to the client for printing (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 21, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 20, wherein the identifying of 
the number of content items to be included in the publication further comprises performing a 
search among a number of potential content items for the content items that convey the 
information associated with the ephemeral interest (inquiries can be initiated in any of the four 
main input menus, then followed-up by later browsing or searches in any of the four related 
TRIPS Subsystems-with user selection of variations and options in focus, order, content, 
parameters, levels of detail, extent of integration between successive steps, automated versus 
manual execution of ensuing operations, accumulation, computerized filtering and/or user 
editing of the emerging travel information output, and so forth-in response to the travel-related 
concerns, interests and requirements of individual TRIPS users, col. 26, lines 18-28). 

Regarding claim 22, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 20, further comprising 
maintaining a user profile that includes an enduring interest associated with a user (using a 
ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 23, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 22, wherein the identifying of 
the number of content items to be included in the publication further comprises performing a 
search among a number of potential content items for the content items that convey information 
associated with both the ephemeral interest and the enduring interest (inquiries can be initiated 
in any of the four main input menus, then followed-up by later browsing or searches in any of 
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the four related TRIPS Subsystems-with user selection of variations and options in focus, 
order, content, parameters, levels of detail, extent of integration between successive steps, 
automated versus manual execution of ensuing operations, accumulation, computerized filtering 
and/or user editing of the emerging travel information output, and so forth—in response to the 
travel-related concerns, interests and requirements of individual TRIPS users, col. 26, lines 18- 
28). 

Regarding claim 24, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 22, wherein the identifying of 
the number of content items for the publication further comprises: 

performing a first search for a number of ephemeral content items conveying information 
associated with the ephemeral interest ("Where", col. 23, lines 1-3); and 

performing a second search for a number of enduring content items conveying 
information associated with the enduring interest ("When", col. 23, lines 5-7). 

Regarding claim 25, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 24, wherein the identifying of 
the number of content items for the publication further comprises identifying a first number of the 
ephemeral content items and a second number of enduring content items for inclusion in the 
publication based upon a relative weight established between the ephemeral and the enduring 
interests ("TRIPS" facilitates searching, ranking, "filters" or sorting and/or user-selection of 
TRIPS data records, col. 53, lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 26, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 20, further comprising 
maintaining a user profile that includes a number of source ratings (using a ratings service 818, 
see at least col. 64, lines 56-67) associated with a corresponding number of content item 
sources ("TRIPS" facilitates searching, ranking, "filters" or sorting and/or user-selection of 
TRIPS data records, col. 53, lines 38-44). 
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Regarding claim 27, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 26, further comprising adding 
a new one of the source ratings to the user profile based upon a content item feedback received 
from a client (using a ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 28, Delorme et al teach a method of claim 26, further comprising 
determining whether a content item is to be excluded from the publication based upon a content 
item source rating associated with the content item (using a ratings service 818 to "prune" 
various parts, see at least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 29, Delorme teaches a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium (Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 56-60) for 
generating a publication, comprising: 

code that identifies a number of content items to be included in the publication, wherein 
at least some of the content items convey information associated with an ephemeral interest 
(temporal events of interest (EOls), col. 17, lines 25-26), and the ephemeral interest comprising: 

at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a portion of a ticket to an event, or both 
(TRIPS contains paper or sheet media maps, travel directions, itineraries or travel schedules, 
reservation/discount offer/ticket documents, supplemental text and/or graphic information about 
events of interest (EOI) or points of interest (POI) 109, col. 15, lines 35-39); 

code that formats the publication (format controls, col. 27, lines 30-38) for printing by 
a client; and 

code that transmits the publication to the client for printing (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claim 30, Delorme et al teach a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 29, wherein the code that identifies the number of content items to be included 
in the publication further comprises code that performs a search among a number of potential 
content items for the content items that convey the information associated with the ephemeral 
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interest (inquiries can be initiated in any of the four main input menus, then followed-up by later 
browsing or searches in any of the four related TRIPS Subsystems-with user selection of 
variations and options in focus, order, content, parameters, levels of detail, extent of integration 
between successive steps, automated versus manual execution of ensuing operations, 
accumulation, computerized filtering and/or user editing of the emerging travel information 
output, and so forth— in response to the travel-related concerns, interests and requirements of 
individual TRIPS users, col. 26, lines 18-28). 

Regarding claim 31, Delorme et al teach a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 29, further comprising code that maintains a user profile that includes an 
enduring interest associated with a user (using a ratings service 818, see at least col. 64, lines 
56-67). 

Regarding claim 32, Delorme et al teach a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 31 , wherein the code that identifies the number of content items to be included 
in the publication further comprises code that performs a search among a number of potential 
content items for the content items that convey the information associated with both the 
ephemeral interest and the enduring interest (inquiries can be initiated in any of the four main 
input menus, then followed-up by later browsing or searches in any of the four related TRIPS 
Subsystems-with user selection of variations and options in focus, order, content, parameters, 
levels of detail, extent of integration between successive steps, automated versus manual 
execution of ensuing operations, accumulation, computerized filtering and/or user editing of the 
emerging travel information output, and so forth—in response to the travel-related concerns, 
interests and requirements of individual TRIPS users, col. 26, lines 18-28).. 

Regarding claim 33, Delorme et al teach a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 29, further comprising code that adds a source rating to a user profile based 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/051 ,778 Page 1 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

upon a content item feedback received from a client (using a ratings service 818, see at least 
col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 34, Delorme et al teach a program embodied in a computer readable 
medium of claim 33, further comprising code that determines whether a content item is to be 
excluded from the publication based upon a respective one of a number of source ratings that is 
associated with the content item (using a ratings service 818 to "prune" various parts, see at 
least col. 64, lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 35, Delorme et al teach a system for generating a publication (Travel 
Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 56-60), comprising: 

means for identifying a number of content items to be included in the publication, 
wherein at least some of the content items convey information associated with an ephemeral 
interest, and the ephemeral interest comprising: at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a 
portion of a ticket to an event, or both (TRIPS contains paper or sheet media maps, travel 
directions, itineraries or travel schedules, reservation/discount offer/ticket documents, 
supplemental text and/or graphic information about events of interest (EOI) or points of interest 
(POI)109, col. 15, lines 35-39); 

means for formatting (format controls, col. 27, lines 30-38) the publication for printing 
by a client; and means for transmitting the publication to the client for printing (col. 15, lines 35- 
39). 

Regarding claim 36, Delorme teaches a system for generating a publication (Travel 
Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 56-60), comprising: 

a processor circuit having a processor and a memory (processor, ample memory, col. 
72, lines 44-50); 
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a publication system (Travel Reservation and Information System, "TRIPS", col. 6, lines 
56-60) stored in the memory and executable by the processor, the publication system including: 

logic that identifies a number of content items to be included in the publication, wherein 
at least some of the content items convey information associated with an ephemeral interest, 
and the ephemeral interest comprising: at least a portion of a travel itinerary, at least a portion of 
a ticket to an event, or both (TRIPS contains paper or sheet media maps, travel directions, 
itineraries or travel schedules, reservation/discount offer/ticket documents, supplemental text 
and/or graphic information about events of interest (EOI) or points of interest (POI) 109, col. 15, 
lines 35-39); 

logic that formats the publication for printing by a client (format controls, col. 27, lines 30- 
38); and 

logic that transmits the publication to the client for printing (col. 15, lines 35-39). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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